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Klamath Tribes Treaty of 1864



Law of the Land
• Treaty of Klamath Lake 1864



TREATIES- ARTICLE I: 
The exclusive right of 
hunting and taking 
fish in the streams and 
lakes, included in said 
reservation, and of 
gathering edible roots, 
seeds, and berries 
within its limits, is 
hereby secured to the 
Indians.



Klamath Marsh





Staple first 
food of the 
Klamath 
people



Wokas 
Becksa
Grinding wokas over 
a tule mat.





Photo by Dennis Frates /Alamy Stock Photo
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Proposed 
Klamath 
Marsh 
Landfill

• Proposed 806 
acre landfill 
next to the 
Klamath 
Marsh.



Termination

Julius Albert 
King, Secretary 
of the Interior 
signing the 
Termination Act. 





Termination in 
Oregon

Overall, 109 Indian 
tribes were 
Terminated; 62 of 
those tribes were in 
Oregon.

· These were tribes 
in Western 
Oregon and the 
Klamath Tribes



Timber & 
Termination

Since 1913 the Klamath’s 
logged on a sustained-
yield basis.

• Annual tribal 
revenue from timber 
alone was $2.5 
million 

• The Klamath Basin 
drew 40% of its 
economic wealth 
from timber on the 
reservation.



Chiloquin Pre 
Termination 



Money & 
Land

· Tribal assets $16,290,000

· Adjusted for inf lation 
$204,262,904.56

· Indian Agent B.G. Courtright 
“These Indians do not cost the 
United States government a 
cent…they get no sort of 
government dole.”





“The land is sacred…the land is our 
mother, the rivers our blood. Take our 
land away and we die. That is, the 
Indian in us dies.”
 –Mary Brave Bird, Brule` Lakota

Image from Paul Wilson Photography 



“Termination 
will be 
devastation for 
the 
Klamath 
People.”
- Stanford 
Report

Pre termination

· Less than 1% of 
the population 
lived below the 
poverty line.

· Tribal member 
income was 93% 
of that of non-
Natives.

 

After Termination

· Tribal poverty 
level were 3x 
that of non-
Indian neighbors, 

· 40% of deaths 
alcohol-related, 

-27% dead by 25

-52% dead by 40



Kimball v Callahan 
• Members of the Klamath Indian Tribe 

are entitled to the rights, privileges 
and immunities afforded under the 
Treaty of 1864, to hunt, trap and fish 
within their ancestral Klamath Indian 
Reservation as it existed at the time of 
termination in 1954, free from Oregon 
State game and fish regulations. 
September 10, 1976 

• These rights extended to the 
descendants of persons on the final 
tribal roll. 

Image Robert Gauthier / Los Angeles Times



Klamath Restoration Act H.R. 3554, 
August 27, 1986
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Restoration

Political
Economic
Physical, Emotion & Mental
Land Back



Klamath Tribes 
current land holdings.

• Total Land Owned by the 
Klamath Tribes – 5,236.15

• .0002618 of original land base

• .0099355 of pre termination 
land base



DUE TO TERMINATION & RESTORATION, THE KLAMATH TRIBES HAVE AN EARNED 
APPRECIATION FOR THE PRESENT. WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED STRENGTH AND 

RESILIENCE AS A PEOPLE AND LEARNED FROM THE PAST.  TODAY WE USE DIRECT 
ACTION COMBINED WITH CULTURAL TRADITION AND TREATY RIGHTS TO WORK 

TOWARDS A BRIGHTER FUTURE.







TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
BLENDED WITH MODERN 

APPROACH 





Restoration through reciprocity. 



Honorable 
Harvest

Image from Wahoo Films



Following in the footsteps of those who came before us. 

Image from Wahoo Films
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Where do the big berries grow?
Old Indian tricks.

Image from Wahoo Films
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Sacrifice What does maintaining first foods and 
allyship with Native tribes look like?



Stewardship 
without a 
land base.

·

·

·



Construction of Dams

“Along with it is the 
problem (of ) whether 
the need for 
electricity ranks 
higher in the law than 
a food supply for the 
Indians,”. 
June 1921, Klamath Evening Herald  

Copco Dam on July 23, 1922. Photo courtesy of the Klamath County Museum

7 dams placed on the Klamath River 
between 1903 and 1962.



The largest 
river 
restoration 
project in 
history.



Klamath 
Project

· 4 tribes (Klamath, Hoopa, 
Karuk, Yurok)

· 2 states, 7 counties

· 6 national wildlife 
refuges

· 3 fish on Endangered 
species list, 1 on 
threatened list

· 7 dams (1918-1962)

· 4 dams slated for removal

· Irongate, Copco 1, 
Copco 2, J.C. Boyle 



“My dream is not only to bring the 
salmon back, but to bring back a way 
of life.” - Karuk Tribal Chairman Russell “Buster” Attebery

What does the dam removal do?

Opens 420 
miles of 

historical 
habitat 

Improve 
water 

quality

Loss of 
hydropower, 

recreational use, 
flood control

As of 2020 cost is 
about $450 
million

•Upgrading would be 
$515 million, plus $77 
million annually for 
operations and 
maintenance.



Is the 
habitat the 
salmon 
will be 
returning 
to worthy 
of them?

Klamath boy & women with 
salmon circa 1930.



Restoration Underway.



Welcome back to salmon nation!



Chiloquin High School 
Indigenous People’s Day 

Celebration 
Image from Klamath County School District Facebook



“We do not 
inherit the earth 

from our 
ancestors. 

We borrow it 
from our 

grandchildren.”

 -Native American Proverb

Klamath Tries & Ed Drew Photography





How to be an 
ally or show 
support:

• Stewardship mindset

• Support local tribes.

• Assist in the 
restoration of land, 
records, and artifacts.

• Education classes on 
Sustainability, Native 
Studies & History

• COCC Native 
American 
Scholarship fund.

Image Klamath County School District Facebook



Stand with the Klamath Tribes in opposition to
Marsh Landfill

• Written comments do by 5 pm on 
April 23 to 
ENobel@KlamathCounty.org

• Public hearing on April 23rd 

Klamath Falls, Oregon. Zoom link 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82361
802213?pwd=NUNobVhMUk5CbD
gzTFBZaWJLYmdrUT09
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Doc series by Wahoo Films



The Ambo 
Fund 

https://klamathtribes.org/ambo-fund/
https://klamathtribes.org/ambo-fund/


Klamath Tribes; We’re Still Here



sepk’eec’a 
(thank you)

ghall3@cocc.edu

Special thanks to:
• Brad Parrish
• Wahoo Films
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• Smokey Miller, Ron Suppah, 
Will Hess, Alethea Barlowe, 
Garin Riddle
• Jeremiah Rector & Owen 
Murphy

Image from Wahoo Films

mailto:ghall3@cocc.edu


Sources
• Largest dam removal in US history could save Yurok tribe's salmon

supply l ABCNL https://youtu.be/QCYYgxTKl0I

• Tribal and government leaders celebrate Klamath River dam removal
https://youtu.be/Q9eiRB0fd8w

• A River Between Us | In Order to Save a River you must first Heal a People

• KLAMATH DAM REMOVAL PROCESS ENTERS HOME STRETCH 
(americanrivers.org)

• The Indigenous People of the Deschutes River & Central Oregon 
(rowadventures.com)

• Klamath River Dam Removal and Restoration IF11616 (congress.gov)

• Dam celebration: Pending removal of Klamath River structures feted | 
News | heraldandnews.com

• Home - Project Klamath (heraldandnews.com)

• Herald and News | Local news for Klamath, Lake, Mo | Empowering the 
community.

• Changing Currents: A tribal vision for water 
https://youtu.be/m7pVXZY38jU

• Saving the Klamath Basin’s endangered suckers 
https://youtu.be/HYzRXtkWeSs

• The Massive Dam Removal on the Klamath May Save Salmon but Can’t 
Solve the West’s Water Crisis | Pulitzer Center

• Restoring Balance: The Klamath River Renewal Project 
https://youtu.be/Q248MhRH49w?si=0rnDnCoJ7FmTjdTt

https://youtu.be/QCYYgxTKl0I
https://youtu.be/Q9eiRB0fd8w
https://ariverbetweenus.com/
https://www.americanrivers.org/media-item/klamath-dam-removal-process-enters-home-stretch/
https://www.americanrivers.org/media-item/klamath-dam-removal-process-enters-home-stretch/
https://www.rowadventures.com/blog/indigenous-people-deschutes-river
https://www.rowadventures.com/blog/indigenous-people-deschutes-river
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11616
https://www.heraldandnews.com/news/dam-celebration-pending-removal-of-klamath-river-structures-feted/article_3d428036-7772-11ed-bb6e-0f735acdbb56.html
https://www.heraldandnews.com/news/dam-celebration-pending-removal-of-klamath-river-structures-feted/article_3d428036-7772-11ed-bb6e-0f735acdbb56.html
https://projectklamath.heraldandnews.com/
https://www.heraldandnews.com/
https://www.heraldandnews.com/
https://youtu.be/m7pVXZY38jU
https://youtu.be/m7pVXZY38jU
https://youtu.be/HYzRXtkWeSs
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/massive-dam-removal-klamath-may-save-salmon-cant-solve-wests-water-crisis
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/massive-dam-removal-klamath-may-save-salmon-cant-solve-wests-water-crisis
https://youtu.be/Q248MhRH49w?si=0rnDnCoJ7FmTjdTt
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